12/13/10

Hello Mr. Pecord
I'm back from vacation and following up on your project.

I see that Jim Crowe from my office may have sent you some information (not knowing that I was already in touch with you).  I don't believe that the building currently has a fire alarm system.  So I wanted to clarify that since the square footage you will be adding does not require the building to be sprinklered, you will not be required to put in a fire alarm system either.  The only time a fire alarm system is required to be retrofitted is when a sprinkler system is also required due to the addition of square footage.  

I have put this information in the permitting system.  

Please let me know if you have any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Grace A. Steuart, Fire Marshal
Kirkland Fire Department
123 Fifth Avenue | Kirkland, WA 98033
Phone 425-587-3660
Email gsteuart@ci.kirkland.wa.us
         


-----Original Message-----
From: Grace Steuart 
Sent: Friday, December 03, 2010 12:40 PM
To: Pecord, Phil
Subject: RE: Autozone remodel/addition PRE10-00061

Good morning Mr. Pecord
Yes, it looks like you have the fire sprinkler issue figured out.  So the only comment I will have regarding what you have proposed is that you will need to do a one-time sprinkler exception as described in the sprinkler policy.  The other issue related to building construction type and allowable area will be covered by the building department reviewer.  

For some reason, I am having trouble this morning accessing my "virtual" city account, which means I cannot put this information in the permitting system until such time as I do have access.  As soon as I can, I will put a comment in the permitting system, so that other city staff who are involved with this project will be able to see what you and I have discussed.  In the meantime, if you do discuss this with someone from the building department (I don't know who the building reviewer is, again because I don't have access to my city account), you can let him/her know this information. 

Have a good day.

Grace Steuart  

-----Original Message-----
From: Pecord, Phil [mailto:phil.pecord@autozone.com]
Sent: Thu 12/2/2010 6:21 AM
To: Grace Steuart
Subject: RE: Autozone remodel/addition PRE10-00061
 
The existing building is 5711SF gross floor area, and we plan to add 1493SF for a new total of 7204SF gross floor area.  The addition accounts for less than 22% of the final GFA.

The existing building is classified at 5B construction, and the addition will use the same classification.  There is no sprinkler system.  Based on the 2006 IFC, we are allowed 9000SF as base floor area.

 

From: Grace Steuart [mailto:GSteuart@ci.kirkland.wa.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 01, 2010 9:42 PM
To: Pecord, Phil
Subject: Autozone remodel/addition PRE10-00061

Good afternoon, Mr. Pecord

I am in the process of reviewing the materials submitted for the Autozone Building in Totem Lake.  I do have a question for you regarding the size of the building.  (I did not see any specific square footage information provided in the application.)

What is the existing gross square footage of the building, and after the proposed addition what will the square footage be?

I do not believe the building is currently sprinklered, so my question is relating to whether the building will require a sprinkler system due to the addition; or whether a one-time-sprinkler exception can be granted.  Please see the link for our policy regarding sprinklers in existing buildings.  

http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/Assets/Fire+and+Building/Fire+PDFs/Operating+Policy+2+-+Automatic+Sprinkler+Systems.pdf

The specific portion on additions is addressed here:

ADDITIONS TO EXISTING BUILDINGS Existing buildings that would be required, if new, to be sprinklered due to size, shall be sprinklered throughout (in accordance with the applicable sprinkler standard; i.e. 13, 13R, or 13D) when an addition is made to the building. 

EXCEPTIONS: 

. Existing buildings may be increased up to 25% not to exceed the 5,000 square feet. 

. Existing buildings with a total area less than 5,000 square feet may be increased to 5,000 square feet in size, plus another 25% in additional area. 

 

This exception may be used one time ONLY, and acknowledgement of its use shall be recorded to run with the property title prior to building permit issuance. 

When an existing building is required to install an automatic sprinkler system, a phasing plan of up to five years is permitted with the approval of the Fire Code Official and shall be agreed to in writing. 

I am currently on vacation but taking care of a few projects., So you will get my out of office reply, but I am still checking e-mails and will be able to assist you based on the information you provide.  

Thank you.


Grace Steuart
Fire Marshal
Kirkland Fire Department
425-587-3660
gsteuart@ci.kirkland.wa.us



