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REASONS FOR SITE VISITS:  As a development permit condition, the City of
Kirkland required Holy Family Catholic Church to have a qualified Certified Arborist on
site to monitor the work of removing trees next to the landscape buffers along the west
property line and the southeast property corner. | was on site to provide that monitoring
and to assess the health of two remaining trees in the landscape buffer.

The monitoring of the tree removal is the subject of this field report. The condition and
retention of the two trees was covered in a previous report submitted by me on August
11, 2009.

Tree Removal:

Tree removal was done on Wednesday and Thursday August 12 and 13, 2009, by a crew
from Kemp West using a 92-foot bucket/lift truck parked outside the landscape buffer.
The truck was always parked in what will soon be the parking lot. The buck lifted the
workers between and over the overhead utility wires to carefully remove the trees. The
work progressed slowly due to the presence of the wires. However, all tree parts landed
where planned. The work was well executed with no incidents or accidents.

Photo # 1: View of lift truck and
tree removal in progress.
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Trees 3077 and 3079 were scheduled for removal. While that work was being done a

raging debate took place as to whether or not trees 3076 and 3078 should or could be
removed at the same time. This involved my report of August 11, 2009, phone calls to
and from the City Arborist and City Planner on the project. It was determined that tree
3076 is a boundary line tree between the church and the neighbor next door to the west
and that tree 3078 was determined to be completely on the property to the west.

The owner of the property to the west came and viewed the site and listened to the
discussion of what work needed to occur to complete the parking lot and the issues
involved. He responded that his primary concern was the ability to screen the views back
and forth across the property and agreed that removal and replacement of the trees was in
the best interest of good screening and the construction required. He agreed to sign a
written statement that was provided to the City since the meeting.

The Kemp West crew returned on Thursday, August 13, 2009 and took down trees 3076
and 3078.

Tree 4744:
Tree 4744 is a small Big Leaf Maple tree just south of tree 3076 in the landscape buffer.

80% of the canopy of the tree had failed in a previous storm and was hung up in the fork
of the trunk. The broken top and a few large dead branches were removed. The trunk
was left as a Habitat Tree.

Photo # 2: The broken and hanging top of # 4744—
the trunk was left as a Habitat Tree
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After lunch on Thursday, August 13, 2009, the Kemp West crew moved to the southeast property corner
and re-topped the large Black Cottonwood tree growing in the landscape buffer. As noted in the permit
conditions, the tree was re-topped and left at approximately 30 feet tall.

Photo # 3: The crew removing the top of the large Cottonwood in
the southeast property corner.

Photo # 5: Extensive rot pocket in the old topping wound

CONCLUSIONS:
All work appears to have been done in accordance with the required permit conditions.
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WAIVER OF LIABILITY

There are many conditions affecting a tree’s health and stability, which may be present
and cannot be ascertained, such as, root rot, previous or unexposed construction damage,
internal cracks, stem rot and more which may be hidden. Changes in circumstances and
conditions can also cause a rapid deterioration of a tree’s health and stability. Adverse
weather conditions can dramatically affect the health and safety of a tree in a very short
amount of time., While 1 have used every reasonable means fo examine these trees, this
evaluation represents my opinion of the tree health at this point in time. These findings
do not guarantee future safety nor are they predictions of future events.

The tree evaluation consists of an external visual inspection of an individual tree’s root
{lare, trunk, and canopy from the ground only unless otherwise specified. The inspection
may also consist of taking trunk or root soundings for sound comparisons to aid the
evaluator in determining the possible extent of decay within a tree. Soundings are only
an aid to the evaluation process and do not replace the use of other more sophisticated
diagnostic tools for determining the extent of decay within a tree.

As conditions change, it is the responsibility of the property owners to schedule
additional site visits by the necessary professionals to ensure that the long-term success
of the project is ensured. It is the responsibility of the property owner to obtain all
required permits from city, county, state, or federal agencies. It is the responsibility of
the property owner to comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and permit
conditions. If there is a homeowners association, it is the responsibility of the property
owner 1o comply with all Codes, Covenants, and Restrictions (CC&R’s) that apply to tree
pruning and tree removal.

This tree evaluation is to be used to inform and guide the client in the management of
their trees. This in no way implies that the evaluator is responsible for performing
recommended actions or using other methods or tools to further determine the extent of
internal tree problems without written authorization from the client. Furthermore, the
evaluator in no way holds that the opinions and recommendations are the only actions
required to insure that the tree will not fail. A second opinion is recommended. The
client shall hold the evaluator harmless for any and all injuries or damages incurred if the
evaluator’s recommendations are not followed or for acts of nature beyond the
evaluator’s reasonable expectations, such as severe winds, excessive rains, heavy snow
foads, efc.

This report and all attachments, enclosures, and references, are confidential and are for
the use of the client concerned. They may not be reproduced, used in any way, or
disseminated in any form without the prior consent of the client concerned and Gilles
Consulting.
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Thank you for calling Gilles Consulting for your arboricultural needs.

Sincerely,

&rm/{

Brian K. Gilles, Consulting Arborist

ISA Certified Arborist # PN-0260A

ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist # RCA-418
PNW-ISA Certified Tree Risk Assessor #148
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